7.   CHRIST AND SUFFERING

In recent years we have been hearing a great deal
about the problem of suffering. The problem, of
course, is as old as humanity. In the Bible, a whole
book, the Book of Job, is devoted to a consideration
of this problem. While the problem of suffering has
exercised the mind of man always, at the present time
it has assumed a new importance. The Great War,
in which millions of lives were lost, gave a new
significance to the problem. The complications and
difficulties of the post-war world have concentrated
still more men's minds on this problem.

The Jew explained all man's suffering as due to
sin (Luke 13: 1-5). In this passage Jesus sets forth
the common Jewish belief that suffering is due to sin,
and repudiates it with His characteristic vigour. The
Hindu explains all suffering as due to deeds done in
former births. According to Hindu belief, a man
suffers in this life because in his former births he was
guilty of grievous offences.

The continued effort of man for centuries to think
out a solution of this problem has resulted in dis-
tinguishing various causes of suffering, in pointing out
which of these causes are avoidable and which un-
avoidable, and in suggesting different methods by which
some suffering may weH be prevented.

Sometimes physical causes life earthquakes,
famines, and epidemics are responsible for suffering on